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In Memory of the Ga’on and Tzaddik, Rishon LeZion HaRav Mordechai Eliyahu 7" 7i1xT

One of the great rabbinic personalities of our time and heroes of the Jewish people was the former chief Sephardic rabbi of
Israel, HaRav Mordechai Eliyahu, of righteous memory. Born in 1929 in pre-war Jerusalem, Rav Eliyahu grew up during a
time of great poverty. While still a boy, Rav Eliyahu’s father passed away and he needed to help his family’s financial
situation by selling vegetables in the market. In spite of the tragic event of his father’s passing and the dire financial
situation of the family, Rav Eliyahu persevered to study Torah with a rare passion, devotion, and diligence. His childhood
dedication to Torah study was noticed while he was quite young and Rav Eliyahu received the acclaim of his rabbinic
teachers and classmates. In addition to the particular care and piety with which he performed mitzvot, the rav was also
known for his acts of kindness and his impeccable honesty. He was known to have turned away tremendous sums of
money that were offered to him as gifts since he felt that it was inappropriate for rabbinic leaders to accept monetary gifts
from individuals.

In 1960 Rav Mordechai Eliyahu was the youngest rabbi to be appointed as a dayan (rabbinical judge) overseeing the Beit
Din of Be’er Sheva. This position launched his rabbinic career, which eventually lead him to serve as a member of the
supreme Beit Din of Jerusalem and later the chief Sephardic rabbi of Israel. Even before he was offered the position of
Rishon LeTzion (the official title of the Sephardic chief rabbi), Rav Eliyahu was told by the generation’s saintly senior
kabbalist HaRav Yisrael Abuchatzera (Baba Sali), of saintly memory, that he would soon be asked to become the chief rabbi
and that he should accept the position.

Known for his great love of Torah, the Jewish people, and the Land of Israel, Rav Eliyahu expended great efforts to visit
Jewish communities across Israel and the diaspora in order to share his love and knowledge of Torah with them, as well as
to enhance Jewish pride and share religious inspiration. Rav Eliyahu strongly defended the Jewish nation’s biblical right to
the Land of Israel and was one of the strongest spokesmen for a strong, proud, and unified State of Israel, which he hoped
would be shaped and molded by the Divine wisdom of our holy Torah. Through his heartfelt and powerful prayers,
awesome Torah wisdom, Divine inspiration, keen insight, kindness, and sensitivity, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu lead the Jewish
people for many decades until he took leave of the nation that he loved so much and sacrificed so much for.

As we mark the sixth yartzeit of Rav Mordechai Eliyahu let us reflect on the lessons that he taught us and the legacy that he
left behind. He touched the lives of countless people, including this author, who fondly remembers meeting the rav and
seeing his warm, grandfatherly welcome and his sagely countenance. May his personal example continue to inspire us and
may his memory be a blessing for us. 12"y |2 INIDT — May his merit protect us.




Does the “Time” fit the Crime?

In response to the negative report that ten out of the twelve spies brought back, Hashem decreed that the generation
would not merit to enter the land of Israel. Rather, they would wander the desert for a total of forty years corresponding
to the forty days that the spies spent scouting out the land of Israel. By the end of those forty years the generation would
have died and their children (whom they claimed would be taken captive by the inhabitants of the land) would be the ones
to conquer and inherit it. [It should be noted that according to many commentaries the women did not participate in this
colossal sin and it was only the men above the age of twenty who were destined to die in the desert.] It is understandable
that the people performed a misdeed by losing faith in their ability to successfully conquer the land. After all, if G-d had
done so much for them thus far by saving them from Egyptian slavery and providing for their needs in the desert, why
would they not believe that they would make it to the promised land? Yet, the punishment seems to be a little harsh. Why
did they deserve to wander the desert for forty years until they would meet their demise? Why couldn’t they be proved
wrong and see the land that they doubted could be conquered?

One answer to this question is that the people were punished measure for measure for their error. They not only were
fearful of the inhabitants of the land, but their fear and complaints actually expressed a loss of faith in Hashem. Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu, of blessed memory, points our attention to the Talmud’s statement (Sotah 35a) that when the Torah
quotes the spies as having claimed that the inhabitants of the land “are stronger than us,” the word for “us” (12nn) can also
be understand as “stronger than Him,” which is a reference to Hashem. In other words, the people lost faith in Hashem’s
ability to bring them to the land. If this people who had been the recipients of so much Divine kindness still did not believe
that Hashem would actually keep His promise to bring them to Israel, then they simply did not deserve to be brought there.
The very children who they said would never inherit the land would in fact be the ones to enter and settle it.

A second explanation that is offered by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of blessed memory, is that the people were not “punished,”
so to speak, by G-d. Rather, they experienced the natural consequences of their actions. Hashem established nature in
such a way that certain actions generate positive results while others generate negative results. The people’s loss of faith
in Hashem caused them to lose their Divine protection that would have enabled them to enter the land. This is evident
from the fact that the next day there was a group of people who attempted to repent for their loss of faith during the
previous night and expressed their determination to set forth toward the land. Moshe warned them that they no longer
had Hashem’s protection against their enemies and that any attempt to enter Israel would fail miserably. The group of
people didn't heed Moshe’s warning and when they started to march toward Israel they were in fact met by their enemies
and annihilated. According to the rules of nature, the small and weak Jewish nation which was recently liberated from
slavery, was unable to overcome the mighty nations that occupied Israel. The only way that they could have done so would
have been with Divine intervention. Now that they lost their faith in G-d, they naturally lost the Divine intervention.

Similarly, a third answer that is offered by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin, rabbi of Congregation Ahavath Torah and author of the
“Unlocking the Torah Text” series, is that by expressing their disbelief and lack of trust in G-d, as well as in themselves, the
people demonstrated that they were not capable of being the nation to settle the land. They were still stuck in a slave
mentality and, as such, were unable to envision themselves (even with Hashem’s help) as actualizing the promise that the
land would be theirs. Without the belief in themselves (and certainly without the belief in Hashem), they simply could not
be the ones to enter the land and it would, therefore, only be their children who would do so.
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